Iconic Communication Activity

	Objective
	To demonstrate how gesture and body movements, through pantomime, function as an iconic form of communication (i.e., signs resemble referents).  



	Materials
	Iconic instructions handout and envelope (see below).


	Preparation
	Cut out individual iconic instructions.


	Procedure
	Cut out the messages below and place them in an envelope. For multiple groups create multiple sets. Instruct participants to select 2 or 3 messages from the envelope, choose one and act it out for the group. If they are unsuccessful after a few attempts, they put the message back in the envelope and pass it on to the next participant. If they are successful, they keep that message out of the envelope. Participants can take turns until all the messages have been successfully delivered.


	Discussion
	Invite participants to share which messages were easy and difficult to encode and decode.



	Source and Copyright
	Remland, M. (2000). Gesture and Movement as Iconic Communication Activity. Unpublished manuscript, West Chester University.




Gesture and Movement as Iconic Communication Activity 

– CUT OUT FOR PARTICIPANT ENVELOPES –
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Do you know what time is it?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Can you tell me where I can get a room for the night?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Can you give me a ride into town? I’m willing to pay you.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Is there a restroom around here?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I’d like to get something to eat. Where is the closest restaurant?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Where can I get a drink of water?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Is there a drug store around here?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

How do I get to the train station from here?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Do you know where the bank is?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I need to make a phone call. Is there a phone around here?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Can you tell me how to get to the hospital?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

How much money does this cost?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I’m looking for the police station. Do you know where it is?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I need to get some cash. Is there an ATM machine close by?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Where is the church?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Can you help me put this box into my car?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Where is the nearest grocery store?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I’m looking for a map of this town. Do you know where I can get one?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Can you tell me where the post office is?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I’m not sure where I am. Can you tell me the name of this town?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Where can I go to find someone who speaks English?
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

How do I get to the beach from here?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

My car is almost out of gas. Is there a gas station around here?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Where can I go to exchange American dollars?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

How far is it to the zoo?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Have you seen a small dog out here?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Where can I get some film for my camera?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Is there a bookstore around here?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Do you sell alcoholic beverages?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Is there a place here where I can rent a bicycle?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Is there a movie theatre in town?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

